REMARKS delivered by

Ms Jenny G. Thompson, Head, Americas Division,

on the occasion of the

Commemoration of International Women’s Day (March 08) 2026

Hosted by the Embassy of the United Mexican States on March 06, 2026

Good morning,

Your Excellency, it is indeed my pleasure and privilege, on behalf of the Honourable
Sean Sobers, Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, to join with you this morning, for
the Mexican Embassy’s commemoration of International Women'’s Day, which is celebrated
annually on March 8. As you attested in your Remarks, Ambassador, March 8" is a symbolic
date which affords us the “opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to substantive equality, the

human rights of women and the building of more just and inclusive societies.”

Distinguished guests, it is indeed fortuitous that the observance of International
Women’s Day follows so closely on the heels of the staging of what has often been described
as “The Greatest Show on Earth.” Our recently concluded Carnival celebrations provide a vivid
reminder of the profound role that women play in shaping the cultural life of our nation.
Carnival, in many respects, has evolved into a powerful celebration of women’s creativity,
talent and leadership. From their vision and artistry as bandleaders, designers and cultural
innovators, to their commanding voices in calypso, soca and chutney, women continue to leave
an indelible mark on the evolution of our national festival. Their presence is equally powerful
on the streets during the Parade of the Bands on Carnival Monday and Tuesday, where women
embody the vibrancy, confidence and cultural pride that define this iconic celebration. In many
ways, Carnival reflects the broader story of women in Trinidad and Tobago — women who

continue to create, to lead and to inspire.



Today, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago joins with the international community
for this year’s celebration of International Women’s Day, under the United Nations (UN) theme
- “Rights. Justice. Action. For ALL Women and Girls”. This country continues to
acknowledge the achievements and advancements in eliminating discrimination against ALL

women and girls, locally and internationally.

Trinidad and Tobago continues to advocate for gender-balanced access and
opportunities for women and girls, where challenges to attaining Rights and Justice for this

vulnerable group still exists.

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago recognises that women are
the backbone of our society. Therefore, in accordance with Official Government policy, plans
have been elaborated, to focus and invest in programmes that improve healthcare services,
economic independence, promote equal rights, address gender-based violence and support
working mothers. These are all being undertaken with the intention of “building a better future

where every woman”, and by extension, every “family, can thrive”.

With this pursuit in mind, the Government has, and continues to actively engage our

bilateral partners, to ensure that a collective commitment to the development and prosperity of
the country redounds to the benefit of all citizens. In this regard, having taken cognisance of
Mexico’s approach, Trinidad and Tobago acknowledges and lauds the work of the Embassy in
continually seeking to develop its relationship with a wide and diverse range of stakeholders,
which include (but are not limited to), local civil society and grassroots communities, alongside

its customary engagement with Government Ministries, Government agencies, and Academia.
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Your Excellency, further commendation must be extended to Mexico for its declaration
of 2025, as the Year of the Indigenous Woman, Similarly, the Government of Trinidad and
Tobago is proud to have Indigenous communities that are led by women, at a time when the
country itself, is led by three strong women. And now, the declaration of 2026, by President
Sheinbaum, in honour of your former First Lady (from 1858 to 1871), Ms Magarita Maza de
Juarez. As you informed us earlier, her struggle and her role in Mexico’s liberation have made
her an iconic figure in your nation’s rich history and one who is truly deserving of this honour

and memorialisation.

As such, the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs is honoured to have been
extended the opportunity to participate in today’s ceremony, which pays homage to two (2) of
Trinidad and Tobago’s remarkable daughters of the soil — Ms Terry Dale Ince and Ms Kay
Narinesingh. Their commitment and dedication to the advancement of humanity, and to women
and girls, in particular, as well as, their accomplishments over the years, are testament to the

powerful impact of the contribution of women leaders locally, regionally and internationally.

Ladies, we are in your debt and proud of your illustrious achievements.

Ambassador ... The Ministry and, by extension, the Government of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago is truly appreciative of the recognition by you and the Embassy, for

paying tribute today to their service.

While we celebrate, we are ever mindful of the fact that, we are faced with a concerning
dichotomy of living the reality of the perennial vicious scourge and cycle of Gender-based
Violence (GBV), as well as extant, age-old gender inequalities and discriminatory barriers,
such as those which still remain entrenched in certain tiers of leadership, industry and

endeavour, while ironically juxtaposed with the palpable progress of women in breaking the
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proverbial glass ceiling in others. Even such progress has not come without its own challenges,
a significant one being the inherent constraints of achieving work-life balance in an exploding
insatiable culture for fast-food achievement and social media excesses. (And... of course...

this is only one such example.)

Notably however, it is in the face of this paradox that, the legacy of Ms Maza and others,
such as our national honourees becomes even more poignant, as today’s women and girls can
stand firmly on their shoulders, having been the inspiration for overcoming the challenges
which confront us, not just in our gender form but as global citizens.

In closing, Your Excellency, may our nations continue to protect, advocate, inspire and

celebrate our women and girls.

Thank you, Ambassador, for graciously hosting today’s event, which Mexico has
kindly undertaken in a gesture of friendship and unity, as part of the celebrations marking the
60" Anniversary of diplomatic relations between our countries. 1 also wish to thank you,

distinguished guests, for your presence.

iDistinguidos invitados! Estimados sefiores y sefioras, Buenas Dias a todos, y gracias por

venir esta mafianal

iFeliz Dia Internacional de la Mujer! Happy International Women’s Day!
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