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SPEAKING NOTES FOR MINISTER 

PRESS CONFERENCE 

21 JANUARY 2026 

 

Visit by a Ministerial Delegation from the  

United Arab Emirates over the period January 23-26, 2026 

 

1. Good morning, Members of the Media. I am pleased to announce 

that during the period 23-26 January 2026, the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago will receive a High-Level Delegation from 

the United Arab Emirates led by Her Excellency, H.E. Noura 

bint Mohammed Al Kaabi, Minister of State in the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the United Arab Emirates.  

 

2. This visit is in keeping with the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago’s outreach and Honourable Prime Minister’s Vision for 

Trinidad and Tobago to forge new relationships with countries 

throughout the world to advance this country’s foreign policy and 

economic interests. 

 

3. Members of the Media may recall that in September 2025, the 

Honourable Prime Minister led this country’s delegation to the 

80th Regular Session United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

in New York.   
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4. On the margin of the UNGA, the Prime Minister met with several 

world leaders including: 

i. Secretary of State of the United States of America, 

Marco Rubio-30th September 2025 in Washington, D.C.; 

 

ii. Bilateral Meeting between the Prime Minister and His 

Excellency António Guterres Secretary, General of the 

United Nations-27th September 2025;  

 

iii. Bilateral Meeting between the Prime Minister and His 

Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Mubarak 

Al-Sabah, Crown Prince of the State of Kuwait; and 

 

iv.  Bilateral Meeting between the Prime Minister 

and His Royal Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

 

 

5. During these meetings the Prime Minister was able to develop 

new relationships and peak the interest of these countries  in 

Trinidad and Tobago’s economic development. 

 

6. Following UNGA, the Minister of Public Administration and 

Artificial Intelligence visited Dubai in early November 2025 and 

held discussions with the Government there to advance this 

country’s digital transformation agenda.  

 

7. During the period November 24 to 27, 2025 the Honourable 

Jearlean John, Minister of Works and Infrastructure; Honourable 

Saddam Hosein, Minister of Land and Legal Affairs and Minister 
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in the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries; and myself visited the 

United Arab Emirates.  

 

8. During the course of Mission, the delegation held meetings with 

several leading members of the UAE Government including: 

 

(i) His Royal Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and private sector in the UAE.  

(ii) Her Excellency Noura bint Mohammed Al Kaabi, 

Minister of State; His Excellency Saeed Bin Mubarak Al 

Hajeri; and His Excellency Thani Al Zeyoudi; all, 

Ministers of State in the Ministry of Foreign Afffairs;  

(iii) His Excellency, Badr Jafar, Special Envoy for Business 

and Philanthropy 

(iv) Meeting with Abu Dhabi Ports; 

(v) Meeting with Burjeel Holdings; and  

(vi) Meeting with the Department of Economy and Tourism 

in Dubai. 
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9. Some of the main outcomes of the UAE Visit were: 

 

INITIATIVE FOLLOW-UP 
ENTITY  

1. Establishment of 
Diplomatic 
Mission in UAE 

Ministry of Foreign 
and CARICOM 
Affairs  

2. Support to 
Trinidad and 
Tobago for 
operating United 
Nations Security 
Council Seat 

Ministry of Foreign 
and CARICOM 
Affairs 

3. Cooperation in Oil 
and Gas 
Production 

Ministry of Energy 
and Energy Industries 
(National Gas 
Company) 

 

 

 

4. Development of 
Land Utilisation 
Strategy for 
Investments 

Ministry of Land and 
Legal Affairs 

 

 

 

5. Development of 
the Port of Port of 
Spain  

Ministry of Works and 
Infrastructure  

6. Operationalisation 
of Desalination 
Plants 

Ministry of Public 
Utilities  
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7. Air Connectivity 
between the 
Middle Est and 
Trinidad and 
Tobago 

Ministry of Transport 
and Civil Aviation  

8. Development of a 
Medical Tourism 
Industry  

Ministry of Health  

9. Technical Support 
to GORTT to 
improve the Ease 
of Doing Business  

Ministry of Foreign 
and CARICOM 
Affairs 

 

 

10. Given the success of that Mission, the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago is therefore pleased that less than two 

months later, a high-level Mission led by Her Excellency Noura 

bint Mohammed Al Kaabi, Minister of State in the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the United Arab Emirates and her delegation 

will visit Trinidad and Tobago.  

 

11. During the Visit, the Delegation will have extensive 

discussions with: 

 (i) the Honourable Prime Minister; 

(ii) the Ministers of Works and Infrastructure; Land and 

Legal Affairs; Public Administration and Artificial 

Intelligence; and Culture and Community Development; 

 

12. The Delegation will also visit several sites in North, South 

and Central Trinidad identified in the GORTT’s Revitalisation 
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Blueprint for foreign direct investments including Invaders Bay, 

Port of Point Lisas; Couva Children’s Hospital etc. 

 

13. On Sunday 25 January 2026, the delegation will visit 

Tobago as guests of the Chief Secretary of the Tobago House of 

Assembly and visit several sites there identified for investments. 

 

14. Members of the Media are asked to note that the United 

Arab Emirates is among the world’s ten largest oil producers and 

ranks in the top ten globally of proven oil and natural gas 

reserves. Its economy is among the top three performers in the 

Gulf Region. The Investment Corporation of Dubai and the Abu 

Dhabi Investment Authority, the investment arms of their 

respective Emirates, are cumulatively responsible for US$1.5 

trillion in assets and therefore Trinidad and Tobago must 

continue to engage and continue to build its relationships with 

the UAE and the wider Gulf Region.  

 

15. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is therefore 

pleased to announce this Visit and intends to make it a 

successful one for the benefit of all the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  

 

 

 
 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AND CARICOM AFFAIRS 


