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Good morning.

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, it is
my distinct pleasure to deliver congratulatory remarks on the occasion of the

15" High-Level Forum on the Korea-Caribbean Partnership.

This is my first attendance at this High-Level Forum and | am honoured to
be here. This year’s Forum is of dual significance, as this year marks the 40"

Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between the



Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Republic of Korea. Over those four
decades, our two countries have developed a warm and productive
relationship, which | am certain has been replicated in Korea's relations with

our Caribbean counterparts.

The High-Level Forum has been a longstanding platform for dialogue
between the Caribbean region and the Republic of Korea, having been
initially convened in 2011. Each iteration of the event has brought together
Government officials, experts and academics to exchange information and

provide analysis on issues of mutual interest.

Equally important, the High-Level Forum has been a catalyst for cooperation
between both sides. Several collaborative initiatives between the Caribbean
and Korea have had their genesis in this event. | provide two examples in

this regard:

e The Korea-CARICOM Cooperation Fund, announced at the 10" High-
Level Forum and established the following year, which continues to

support major initiatives undertaken by the CARICOM Secretariat; and



e The Korea-Caribbean Agricultural Research Innovation Platform
(KoCARIP), revealed at the 14" edition and launched in Trinidad and
Tobago in September this year, with a view to strengthening
agricultural innovation, enhancing post-harvest management and

fostering sustainable rural development across the Caribbean.

Today, discussions will focus on the theme, “Korea-Caribbean
Cooperation for a Resilient and Sustainable Ocean.” The Caribbean Sea
is a binding force for the region, simultaneously serving as a source of
identity and livelihood for citizens of countries within its reach. As such, it is
critically important to protect and preserve this Sea for present and future

generations.

That future stands in jeopardy due to the disproportionate impact of climate
change. Ocean acidification, marine pollution, sea level rise and shifts in the
distribution of fisheries and the composition of marine habitats individually
and in combination pose risks to our way of life, especially for coastal

communities as well as key sectors such as agriculture and tourism.



For more than a decade, massive and repeated influxes of sargassum
seaweed have posed severe challenges, not only stifling marine life, but also

Imposing economic costs to affected countries.

Hurricanes by far present the greatest risk to our island states, fuelled in
large part by unprecedented warming of the ocean. Only a few weeks ago,
several Caribbean countries felt the brunt of Hurricane Melissa, which at its
peak was a Category 5 hurricane, and left fatalities and severe damage in
its wake. | take this opportunity to once again express solidarity with
Jamaica, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Cuba, The Bahamas and Bermuda,

all of which were affected.

In light of these risks facing the region, urgent and collective action is
required. To our credit, Caribbean countries have banded together in
defence of the ocean. The Ocean Coordination Mechanism under the
ProCaribePlus Project seeks to protect and restore the ocean’s natural
capital, build resilience and support investments for inclusive, sustainable
blue socio-economic development in the Caribbean and North Brazil Shelf

Large Marine Ecosystems (CLME+ region). Trinidad and Tobago is among



the signatories of the Memorandum of Understanding enabling its

establishment.

In June this year, Caribbean leaders outlined its vision via Actioning Blue, a
call to advance Caribbean advocacy and scale financing to spur action

toward a healthy ocean and blue economy development.

In facing any challenge of our time, the Caribbean is glad to have
international partners in pursuit of solutions. The Republic of Korea has
demonstrated its commitment in this regard, through its pivotal role in the
establishment of the Joint Ocean Research Centre together with Colombia
and the Association of Caribbean States. This collaboration has already
borne fruit in the form of the inaugural Joint Workshop and Seminar held

earlier this month.

For that reason, | look forward to the proposals for action that will emerge
from this High-Level Forum. | applaud the commitment given by the Korean
Government to reflect feasible ideas from today’s event in the identification

of projects for 2026 under the Korea-CARICOM Cooperation Fund.



As | conclude, | wish to thank my Caribbean counterparts for their
participation as we consider a matter of grave significance for our region. |
further express my gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Korea for
convening this High-Level Forum and for the excellent arrangements thus

far.

May this High-Level Forum be a resounding success and serve as another

building block to strengthen the relationship between the Caribbean and

Korea.

Ladies and gentlemen, | thank you.



