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On behalf of the Honourable Sean Sobers, Minister of Foreign and CARICOM 

Affairs, who sends his regrets at not being able to attend this auspicious gathering, 

in which we are celebrating the 32nd Anniversary of the establishment of 

Diplomatic Relations between the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the 

Republic of Panama, it is my honour to join you and deliver the following 

statement.  

 

Our countries established diplomatic ties on May 24, 1994 and we recognise that 

in 1995, the Republic of Panama was the first Central American country to 

establish an Embassy in this country. Conversely, on April 12, 2015, under the 

leadership of the Honourable Kamla Persad-Bissessar, during her first term as 

Prime Minister, Trinidad and Tobago opened the first English-speaking 

CARICOM Embassy in Panama. 

 

The fact that, the Prime Minister travelled to Panama City to open the Embassy 

proved then, as now, the value and strategic importance we have attributed to our 

relationship with Panama.  For us, this is a true testament of our commitment to 

regional integration, South-South cooperation and a shared conviction to uplift 

our nations. 

 

Our relationship transcends more than the political and diplomatic. We also share 

the privilege of nurturing cultural and historical ties that are built on over three 

decades of a forward-thinking friendship. Indeed, our longstanding relations hark 
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back to the many Trinidad and Tobago nationals who were employed in the 

construction of the Panama Canal and on banana plantations.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Minister Sobers has enjoyed a special relationship with Panama. Indeed, just three 

(3) months after entering office in 2025, he had the privilege of welcoming His 

Excellency Javier Martínez-Acha Vásquez, the Foreign Minister of Panama, to 

the Headquarters of the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs here in Port 

of Spain. 

 

During that meeting on July 28, 2025, both Ministers signed the Memorandum of 

Understanding on the Establishment of a Bilateral Political Consultations 

Mechanism. That successful encounter reaffirmed our common vision shared for 

regular engagement to further strengthen bilateral cooperation in the regional and 

international fora on issues of mutual interest such as culture, education, 

technology and science. 

 

In the financial sector, in January 2026, the Honourable Davendranath Tancoo, 

Minister of Finance, visited Panama for the CAF International Economic Forum, 

in his capacity as Chairman of CAF’s Board of Directors. That Forum was an 

important occasion for regional finance and development and was a resounding 

success, as was his term as CAF Chair.  

 

The longstanding and mutually beneficial economic relationship between 

Panama and Trinidad and Tobago has been built on trade, manufacturing, 

investment and energy exchanges. Recognising the continuously growing interest 

of local entrepreneurs and investors in the economic hub of Panama, Trinidad and 

Tobago remains committed to deepening commercial engagement, and to create 
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new economic opportunities for the mutual benefit of our peoples and the wider 

Latin American and Caribbean region. A key fixture on the local calendar for 

such engagement is the Annual Trade and Investment Conference (TIC) in 

Trinidad and Tobago, the 27th edition of which will occur from July 9 to 11, 2026. 

 

Excellency, our continued meetings at the political level with Panama also paved 

the way for a fruitful meeting between the Honourable Kamla Persad-Bissessar, 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and His Excellency, José 

Raúl Mulino Quintero, President of the Republic of Panama on March 7, 2026 in 

Florida. That engagement between our Heads of Government occurred in the 

margins of the Shield of the Americas Summit, and reinforced the shared 

commitment of both nations to collaborate on improving hemispheric security 

through coordinated and strategic actions. 

 

On issues of multilateral interest, I take this opportunity on behalf of the 

Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, to express sincere gratitude 

to the 181 UN Member States for their vote of confidence in Trinidad and 

Tobago, in having us elected to the United Nations Security Council for the 2027 

to 2028 term.  

 

We will remain faithful to our theme of “Building Consensus for the Realisation 

of Sustainable Peace and Security”. On that note, we are also personally grateful 

to Panama for our mutually beneficial arrangement whereby we supported each 

other’s candidacies. Further, we recognise that when Trinidad and Tobago 

assumes the seat on January 01, as his Excellency noted, it will be at the 

conclusion of Panama’s illustrious term on the UNSC. We trust that both 

countries will continue to work together to enhance and deepen the cooperation 

among Members of the United Nations. 
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Your Excellency,  

 

The steadfast and consistent work of the Embassy of the Republic of Panama in 

Trinidad and Tobago must be commended, particularly your engagement with 

secondary schools and tertiary institutions. Student exchanges and visits to 

Panama have afforded participants the opportunity to share their cultural, 

linguistic and academic identities. Initiatives such as these enrich the personal 

and professional development of young Trinbagonians, which fortifies our 

bilateral relationship.  

 

In just under two weeks, a delegation from Trinidad and Tobago will again get to 

enjoy and participate in the beauty and splendour of Panama as we will participate 

in the 56th General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) in 

Panama City from June 20th to 24th, 2026. These meetings will coincide with the 

Bicentennial of the Amphictyonic Congress of Panama of 1826, which represents 

200 years of the rich history of the Americas, as His Excellency noted, and 

promotes a heritage of equality, peace, cooperation and democracy for all 

American States and this should be celebrated.  

 

In closing, Your Excellency, allow me, on behalf of Minister Sobers and the 

Government and the People of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, to offer 

congratulations on the continued development of our warm bilateral relations, and 

the wish for the prosperity and well-being of the Government and People of the 

Republic of Panama. 

 

¡Viva Panama! ¡Viva Trinidad and Tobago! ¡Viva nuestra region!  

 

I thank you. 


