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It is a pleasure, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago, to join you this evening in celebrating Dominican culture and in bringing

Dominican Week 2026 to such a fitting close.

| extend my sincere appreciation to Ambassador Jacobo for her gracious
hospitality, and to the Embassy of the Dominican Republic and ProDominicana
for their efforts in organising a week of activities that have highlighted the many
dimensions of the relationship between Trinidad and Tobago and the Dominican

Republic.

Our two countries, though separated by geography, share a Caribbean identity, a
commitment to regional integration, and a common appreciation for the role that
trade, investment and cultural exchange play in strengthening the bonds between

our people.

Tonight's reception, with its celebration of renowned Dominican exports,
including coffee, rum and cigars, is a fitting reminder of the quality,
craftsmanship and entrepreneurial spirit that the Dominican Republic brings to
international markets. It also highlights the opportunities that exist to further
expand economic cooperation between Trinidad and Tobago and the Dominican

Republic.

While we celebrate these symbols of Dominican excellence, the relationship

between our two countries extends well beyond the products on display. It is



equally reflected in the meaningful business engagement, commercial and

political partnerships that have been cultivated throughout this week.

| have been pleased to learn that, over the past three days at the Centre of
Excellence in Macoya, the Dominican Republic brought considerable dynamism
to the Trade and Investment Convention. | am delighted that a strong delegation
of Dominican companies engaged directly with our business community in
Trinidad and Tobago, exploring new markets, establishing partnerships and
identifying opportunities for cooperation that can contribute to increased trade

and investment between our two countries.

This type of private sector engagement is essential to translating the goodwill that

exists between our countries into tangible outcomes for our people.

The strengthening of our bilateral relationship is also evident in recent steps taken
to enhance air connectivity between our two countries. The signing of the Air
Services Agreement between Trinidad and Tobago and the Dominican Republic

in May of this year represents an important milestone in our cooperation.

By establishing a framework to support greater air connectivity, the Agreement
has the potential to facilitate increased movement of people, promote tourism,
support business exchanges and create new opportunities for economic

collaboration.

Beyond our economic cooperation, Dominican Week has also provided an
opportunity to celebrate the rich cultural heritage that continues to bring our
people closer together. The products, music and traditions showcased this

evening, as well as throughout this week, reflect the vibrancy of Dominican



culture and remind us of the important role that culture plays in fostering mutual

understanding and friendship across our Caribbean region.

As we look ahead, Trinidad and Tobago remains committed to working with the
Dominican Republic to further advance our bilateral agenda and to identify new
opportunities for cooperation in areas of shared interest. Initiatives such as
Dominican Week and the Dominican Republic’s participation in the Trade and
Investment Convention demonstrate what can be achieved when our countries

come together in the spirit of partnership and collaboration.

| congratulate Ambassador Jacobo, ProDominicana and all partners who
contributed to the success of Dominican Week 2026. We look forward to building
on the momentum generated and to further strengthening the relationship between

our two countries across the trade, investment and cultural spheres.

| thank you, and wish you all an enjoyable evening.

iFelicitaciones! to the Dominican Republic.



